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10:-THE 
Right Honourable the Knights,Citizens,and Burgeſles in 
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. © 


The humble Petition of thouſands of the vvell affe&ted Inhabirants of the 


Cities of Lenaon and Weflminſler and the Suburbes thereof, with the Boroughot 
SorthWarke, and places adjacent, in behalfe of themſelves and other well-afteaed 
| perſons in the Kingdome of .ENGL AND, 


Shwcth, | 
@  IRc$ HAT Your Petitioners having of long time beene filent obſervers of the malitious progreſle of the Oppreſſors of this Common- 
: wealth, encreafing exceedingly borhin numbers and ſtrength from meane and low beginnings (being then too much contemned) 
SED, and withall obſerving to what an height of villanyand impiety they are growne throvgh their diſſembled pretences and Proteſta-—7 
[Er FF tions of maineraining the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, the Liberty of the Subject and priviledges of Parliament: In the 
2D mcane time, without any touch of conſcience, and in defiance of God, raijing an Army of Papiſts, Outlawes,and Traytors, be- 
SAY ing all incitsdand provoked to the robbing, burning, murthering and deftroying of the Keligious, honeſt, and well meaning peo- 
SSIS ple; And thatnor by a foraigne enemy, but ( to theaſtoniſhment of all good men) by him whom the people of this Nation 
have highly honoured as their King, and uſed with abundance of love and indulgence, whereof he hath made no better uſe than 
to bring them to ſlavery or deſtruction,as thouſands of our deare Brethren have found by moſt wofull experience : To efftect which ( open and pro- | 
feſſed violence being not fufticient)the &7ſh Rebels are invited,and a moſt helliſh plot contrived,and countenanced by the Kings owne Hand, and the | 
Great Seale. Which (bad it takeg effe&t (as bleſſed be God it did not) it had made one of the moſt wotull bleeding ſpectacles that ever the world 
beheld, ſufficient to witneile unto all men, that the Authours and approvers thereof have {old rhemſclves to worke all manner of wickedneſle , 
which yer is made more evident by a late, moſt un uſt, and ſcandalous Proclamation, therein defaming, and (as much as in them lay ) diflolving 
the Parliament, againſtthe tundamentall conſtitution of the Kingdome, and an exprefle Act made this very Parl:ament, putting all wile and conft- 
derate menout of doubt, thatthere remain-th no more hope of redrcing ſuch wolviſh diſpoſitions by per{waſtons and right reaſon { which have 
beene too long applyed in vaine,)but by powerfull force and conſtraint. | 
Having alſo obſerved (with greateſt thankfulrefſe) the manifold endeavours of this Honourable Houſe, for {upprefling theſe Outlawes and Tray- 
tors , being aided and aſſiſted therein with Men and Moneves from all parts ofthe Kingdome, amounting to a great and numerous Army, and many 
reſolved parties in diverle Counties, and yet all of them nor {uftcent to diffolvetheir Forces, or not ſo ſuddenly as the neceſſities of the people doe- 
require, thouſands of them being liable tro miſery through decay of Trade, and ready to periſh as much through poverty and want of neceflaries,: as 
through violence. And notwithſtanding che confidence repvoſed inthe faithfulneſſe, and courage of his Excellency our Noble Generall, and in the 
undaunted ſpirits of thoſe render his Command, that have voluntarily devoted their lives and eſtates tothe ſervice ofthe Commonwealth : yet con- 
ſidering the doubtfull hazzards of warre, the milerable contequences of prolonging thereof, the perilous relying of this ſo populous a Kingdome 
upon one Army, the manifold miſcries and diſtreſies of our Prethren in Trelard, and multitudes of our Brethren in moſt parts of this Kingdome, and 
the inevitable ruine which is even ready to ſeize upon rs ail, it not very ſpzcdily prevented ; The cowardize wherewith we fhail be branded to all 
poſterity , it (when {o many of our Brethren are hazarding their lives, and the reſt of the Kingdome would doe the like by our example) we thoulc. 
preferre our prefent eaſe and ſloth beforethe purchaſe of a found and laſting peace, and the quiet injoyment of that Religion, and thoſe Liberties thar 
God hath indowed us withall »- We arepierced at our hearts, and ovr ſpirits even burne within us, that wecanno longer remaine filent,but ate con- 
ſtrained toadirefſe our ſelves in our uſuall and Jawtull way ,, and to become moſt earneſt and humble ſuitors to this moſt High and Honourable 
Houſe, that as in your Wildomes, you have thought meete by diverſe and ſundry Orders to invite all well-affeted men in all parts, to appeare and 
lay out themſelves tor reſtraint of the common enemies, ſo you would be pleaſed to make uſe of fome more powerfull meanes (then as yet hath beca 
applyed) to raile the waole people both inthe City of London and all other parts of the Kingdome. And for the more ſpeedy efteting thereof. 
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That you would be pieaſed toordaine a Committee of ſuch worthy members of this Honourable Houſeas are here expreſſed, who we hope 
will be intreatedto undertake the Service : Notwithſtanding the many great imployments of this houſe, vi, My Lord Major, Mr. /orley, Mr, 
Blackſton, Mr. Bainton, Mr. CAſbarſt,Mr. Strode,Mr. Bond,Mr. Gourdon Mr. Marten Mr. Hoile, Mr. Rigbie, Sir Henry Heyman, and Sir Williams 
eMaſham, And to give them full and ample Commiſſion, that they, or any ſeven of them may have power to lift and diſpoſe as many of the 
Petitionexs as are willing,and all others of like affetion to the Cauſe in a warlike manner,into Companies and Regiments; to appoint a Com- 
mander in chiefe, and all other Commanders and Officers to receive contributions and ſubſcriptions for Mony, Ammunition, Armes, Horſes, 
and any other neceſſary Proviſion for ſtrength and maintenance ofan Army:And to compell all ſorts of men that ſhall by them be thought fir, \ 
(thoughunwilling) to contribute Monies, Horſes, Armes and other neceffaries as ſhall tro them ſeeme juſt and rea{onable : And to engage the 
publique Faith for ſatisfaction of whatſoever they ſhall reccive for the publique ſervice. To call unto them for their aſſiſtance, and to make 
Sub-Commitrees of ſuch perſons as themſelves ſhall approve of, and to pur in execution whatſoever ſhall be neceſſary tor this Service, That 
ſo the fulneſſe of their Commiſſion may encourage the whole Nation as one man (according to the true intent of the late Covenant,with all 
cheerefulneſſe and vigour to joyne themſelves with us for the ſpeedy ending this diſtruftive Warre, We moſt earneſtly pray you according to 
thargreat power wherewith you are ſolely intruſted by the people, that you will now at length breake through all oppolition, and making ule 

ofa reſolved and willing people; preſerve both your {elves and them before the ſeaſon be over, (which paſſeth ſwiftly) and it be too late, 
: oy as this preſent age, ſo the Ages to come may have reall cauſe to bleſſe God for the wiſedome, courage, and faichfulneſſe of this great | 
embly., \ 
For whomwe ſhall ever pray. wy 


This Petitition was preſented to the right Honourable the Houſe of Commons,the 20, of 7uly, 1643. and a Committee was then appointed forthe 
ſpeedy advance of this ſervice. | 
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T his is licenſed And entered into the Hall Booke according to Order - Henry Walley. 
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